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climbed aboard to tell him that the Essex was un~
prepared for attack and could be taken with ease,
Her officers had given a ball the night before in
honor of the Spanish dignitaries of Valparaiso,
and the decks were still covered with awnings and
gay with bunting and flags. Reluctant to forego
such a tempting opportunity, Captain Hiliyar ran
in and luffed his frigate within a few yards of the
Essex. To his disappointed surprise, the Ameri-
can fighting ship was ready for action on the in-
stant. Though the punctilious restraints of a neu-
tral port should have compelled them to delay bat-
tle, Porter was vigilant and took no chances. The
liberty parties had been recalled from shore, the
decks had been cleared, the gunners were sent to
quarters with matches lighted, and the boarders
were standing by the hammock nettings with cut-
lasses gripped. Making the best of this unexpected
turn of events, the English captain shouted a greet-
ing to David Porter and politely conveyed his
compliments, adding that his own ship was also
ready for action. So close were the two frigates
at this moment that the jib-boom of the Phoebe
hung over the bulwarks of the Essex, and Porter
called out sharply that if so much as a rope was
touched he would reply with a broadside. The